St. Cloud State University

The Repository at St. Cloud State
WPA Biographic Summaries

University Archives

4-27-1938

Grahm, Mrs. Ellen (Brown) (1853 - 1906)
Ann Kramer

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio

Recommended Citation
Kramer, Ann, "Grahm, Mrs. Ellen (Brown) (1853 - 1906)" (1938). WPA Biographic Summaries. 421.
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/421

This Interview is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at The Repository at St. Cloud
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in WPA Biographic Summaries by an authorized administrator of The
Repository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu.

G HAlvI , i.'.R • EL .EN (BRO · I )

L

Ellen Bro ;vn , the

was born
0-rove

ter of

.u

en she · as a bou

ay 4 , 1853.

owns ip ," S e~rns Cou.i'1.ty,

trees a.

twelve years ol

she came to

innesota with her fat er 9

t that time the county

w lb t&o'k a homestead.

ary ( ci:amara)Brown

amule an

had to be c eared before they couJ.

Samuel Brown

densely covered wi h

wa s

uild a house or break t e

land , to .make it suitable for far ming .

I ndians were. few at the time, but some woul
quen ly , us al y to beg for foo

of tobacco.

appear qu · te fre-

Since t e set lers supp ·ed

their wan s they never had any serious trouble with any of

obief crop was w eat, however , oats and corn were raise
own needs.

hem.

he

to supnly their

There was no ma rket for these pro ucts .
The grain was cut with a cradle and thr shed wi t11 f . ails the

f irst few years.

Then

1t

power t res ing machine .
year 1876 ,

was cu

with a reaper an

t reshe· with a horse-

The fir t co mplete crop failure occurre

ue to the grasshopper scourge of that year.

they destroye

half of the grain.

Te secon

year they

reen ting in the fields, and a.fter oo JTDlet ing their

in the

The first year

estro ye

every

estruction the

'hoppers" all left .

he follo ing year proved to be one of the best uro .uctive year s
they had ever witnessed ei ther before or after the grasshopner scourge.
All crops of grain an

grass yielded abundantly .

E11en Brown at t ended the fir s t school in t is commuJ1ity ,vhich
was taught by Jennie ( Stabler) Simonto n .

-ary donate
ted at t

and repaire ., for occupancy by
bend of the Sauk

ugust

indberg, w o had set-

iver , just west oft e City of

Ellen Brown u:as married a

They had twelve children:

The school 1:uil ing wa.s a gran-

ary

New

elrose .

unich in 1876 to Patric · GraJ1am.

nn is married to

ichael Burke -and has

I .

-2-

five children.

icheal ,

a.yme ,

elen , Al:ic e and Evel yn .

They live on a

farm in Grove Towns ip .
Patrick Graham is
adopted children:

arrie

to

ary

onohue an

atrica and Peggy.

Robert ,

they h ave three

They live at Harve ,

ontana.

Brid j et Grah am is married to Charles Kennedy and has two child-

ren:

Eilene and Gerald.
Samuel Graha

Helen ,

They live at
is married to

arian, Cha.rles , Jac 1

,

auk Centre.
ayme

enne y and has six children:

Dorothy and. Florence .

The

also live at

Sauk Centre .
argaret Graham is married to Charles
son , Donal •

They live at

illmar ,

lmstea

a

has one

innesota.

Caroline Graham is married to Sylvester Kenney and
a.t

hey live

in eapoli s .

rt.hur , A1ice , Catherine ,

ellie ,

lizabeth and J ames

raham

are still at home .
llen Brown Grahap , the person who h ads this

iograph y died

eptember 24 , 1906 and is buried ·n tne St ~ P trick's Cat olic Cemetery
at

elrose.

buried at St .

er husband. , Patiick Graham

ie

atriok 1 s Catholic Cemetery at

December !1 , 1905 an

lelrose .

Interviewed:
ary nn ( Gra.ha ) Burke
Date : September 24 , 1907
By:
nn Kramer
Publication Granted

he i _s

GRAB

,·
Second interview to affirm or correct information in biogra:ohy

as

compared to infqrmation as listed in the legal recor s inihe Steanns ,

County Court House .
AFFI

D:

Birth of Ellen Brown,

ay 4 , 1853 is

correct as

stated in the biography .

Reinterviewed:
rs . ary
Date : April 27 , 1938
By:

Ann

***
*

:ramer

nn ( Graham) Burke

LLEri ,

S . ELLE. ( B O ·

AKEN

n

0 · THE COU

FOR

I AG

~

G

H

RrC

DS OF

H

H-1:J ELLEN ( B OJl/1:1 ) G

RECO D BO K E, P.AG

ST .;A.. l!
J.

AM BIO

GOUR: H..1 LE
1.

403

Patrick Graham an Ellen Brown
a.rried at Y e rose , Oct . 9 , 1 76
By Rev.
bony Casper
· ~i tnes-ses:

'R

I

E

Francis Graham an

C t erine Gr ham

Co D OOK P. Page 7954

icheal Rurke and ary An Graham
arrie at elrose
av . 22 , 1899
By Referend James vi'a1cher.
Witnesses : N. . llen and Bridget Graham

,. RRIAGE RECOR

BOOK X, Page 13274

Patrick F. Graham and ary G. Donohue
arried at elrose Sept . 1 , 19~5
By ev. Jo seph • Kil ian
~
Witnesses:
amuel E. Graham and Nora C. Donohue
1

A

I A _E RECOR ·, BOOK Y, PAGE 14222

argaret Graham
arried at elrose Oct .
1917
By Rev . Joseph • Yilian
itnesses : Arthur Graham an
lie e Graham
Charles Olmstead and

!AR.'R.IAG

s,

CO D, BOOK Z, Page, 143&9

amuel Graham and ayme Kennedy
arried at Sauk Centre Feb . 11, 1918
By Ref . John • Fearon
-itne sse s:
rthux Graham an Florence

,-

ennedy

~

~IAGE

E OR, BOOK Z, PAG

14789

Charles • Kenedy an 1 Bridget Grahamarried at r,elrose , June 16 ,. 1919

By Rev. Jos . A. Kilian
Witnesses :

Sylvester

ennedy & Alice A. Graha,m

DEATH RECO . D , BOOK 1905·, A- 1~

ge 276 , Line 1

Patrick Graham Born in rreland , Feb . 15 , 18.32

Son o f f a trick Graham ande ary

Die

ahea.

December 31 , 1905

Age 73 -years , 10 month , 16 days .

***
DE TH RECORD , BOO

3, Page 16 , Line 442

Ellen Grahan born in K-inr...,

ay 4 , 1850

Daughter of Samuel Brown
Died September 24 , 1936
Age 86 years , 4 months , 20 days

(

TAKWN F OM

H

CENSUS R"' 0 D

ow 1860

Enumerated June 5 , 1860
Page

.1:

o . 17

Graham ,- Patrick

Age 63

ex
Occupation

ale
Farmer

Born

Ireland~

Gxaham , Bri get
Sex

ge 55
Female

Occupation

Born

Ire and

Graham, Thomas
Sex

· ge 30
Male
-·a..rm-L a.b or
Ireland

Occupation

Born

1

Occupation

.Age 25
ale
arm- Labor

Born

Ireland

Graham , James
ex

Age 15

Graham ,

illiam

Sex

ale

occupation

Born

Graham ,

Sex

Ireland
Age 13
ale

ichael

Occupation

Born

Ireland

Graham , Alles
ex

Age 16 .

Occupation

Born

Ireland
.I

T KEN

J.

~;1 . HE

c~ws

CO- D OF 1860

Enumerated July 21, 1860
Page

o. 109

Brown, S .muel
ex
Occupation

Born
Brown,
Sex

ary

Age 36
male

Farmer
Irel nd
Age 30
emale

Occupation

aorn

Ireland

Brown, · Samuel
Sex
Occupation

ge 13
,Tale

Born

Ireland

Brown, John
Sex
Occupation
Bp rn

armer
Age 11

male
Farmer
Ireland

B~CDwn , E len

ge 6

Sex
Occu·oat. on
Born. .

female

Iowa

Brown, Cathern
Sex
Occupa tion-

Age 3

Born

Jni nnesota

Bro n,
· ex

-,y

·

f emale

Age l ·
fe male

Occupation

Born

Brown, Tho mas ·

Sex
Occupation
Born

i nesota

Age 40
male
Farm-L a.borer
Ireland

I

fAKEN FROM THE CENSUS RECORD OF L860

ENU'~ERATED JULY 12, 1860, By -- C. Grandelmeyer

_1.

